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You only see the big flowers at 70 mph… 
On a warm, July day a few years ago, Commerce photographer, Rick Vanderpool knelt to photograph Blue 

Waterleaf, just outside Jefferson (Marion County), and his collection of Texas wildflowers was complete. Also complete 
was a collection of Levi’s, each sporting a right knee that was either grass-stained or nearly white from treating for grass 
stains. 

“Looking for wildflowers was a passion long before I became smitten with looking for Texas,” says Vanderpool, 
who cannot remember whether the dozens of trips he made between 1994 and 1999 were looking for Texas (see 
www.stateart.net), with a side of wildflowers, or vice versa. 

Vanderpool was also a newspaper publisher during part of that period spent looking for wildflowers all over 
Texas, and he says that encounters with irksome readers and small town politicos made him “happy to know over 300 
Texas wildflowers on a first-name basis.” 

So, here are 145 of Rick’s “closest friends” for you to get to know. He’s provided their names and hopes that you 
will travel the state and find them on your own – along with some of the more than 5,000 other Texas wildflowers…    
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