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Where There’s Smoke – Pits Happen… 
 

Beginning in 1994, I set out to picture the state name in all 254 Texas counties. Along the way, I got 
lonely sometimes, lost sometimes, and oftentimes distracted (was I looking for “Texas” or was I looking for 
wildflowers? Was I supposed to be shooting road kill or stars? Or was it the neat little towns and lovely scenery 
in this “whole other country?”). What I never got was bored or hungry… 

To date I have pictured BarBeQue several hundred times and partaken of more fine brisket, ribs, chops 
and sausage than a man should – who ain’t getting’ paid for it. So, to rectify that matter, I came up with the idea 
of putting together a unique poster of some of my BQ photographs, and if every lover of Texas barbacoa were 
to purchase one or two to support my habit, who knows what I’m liable to picture next. Thanks – and enjoy! 

Speaking of “thanks” – many of those go to Chris Elley in Austin (www.bbqfilm.com), Shanta Kuhl in 
Taylor (www.texasbbqtrail.com), John Raven, Ph.B. (Doctor of Barbeque Philosophy @ www.texascooking.com), 
Lockhart/Caldwell County – the “Barbecue Capital of Texas” and the Texas Beef Council (www.txbeef.org) – 
without a healthy Texas beef industry, where would all those wranglers get the main ingredient for Texas’ 
signature contribution to barbecue immortality?  
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