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Spur Lovers Have Another Point Of Pride...
Not a lot of Texans know that Gatesville (Coryell County) is the “Spur Capital of Texas.” The community was so designated
(HCR #197) on May 15, 2001, by the 77" Legislature of the State of Texas, thanks to the efforts of State Representative Sid Miller,
the Coryell Museum and Historical Center Board, and the fact that Lloyd “Coach” Mitchell amassed what has been said to be “the
largest spur collection in the world,” donated to the Museum by the family upon his death.
Spurs from the Lloyd and Madge Mitchell Collection, including a few owned privately by Mary Catherine Mitchell and
Wayne and Natha Mitchell, were the exclusive subjects of this montage. While there are a few notable examples of contemporary spur
makers’ work, this montage includes primarily spurs by historical Texas and southwestern makers. The photography was done at the
Museum, on ranches owned by Mary Catherine Mitchell, Wayne and Natha Mitchell, and at the Leon River Mercantile in Gatesville.
Scores of props were provided by Cotton and Carolyn Davidson, Mary Catherine Mitchell, Wayne Mitchell, and Rufino Lopez (Leon
River Mercantile).
The Museum’s 7,000+ spur collection includes many pairs of men’s and ladies’ boots and spurs; Spanish, French, Moroccan,
Filipino, German, South American, Russian Czar, English, Mexican and Italian spurs; military spurs, rodeo spurs, novelty spurs; spurs
with historical significance, and those once owned by celebrities ranging from famous cowboys to movie stars, Pancho Villa and
Jacquelyn Kennedy.
*Image is a granite marker at the entrance of Coryell Museum & Historical Center, engraved with initials of Lloyd Mitchell.
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